The first duty of an underground worker is to perfect not only his cover story but his cover personality. Kim Philby, My Silent War The outcome is that despite the existence of sufficient evidence showing that Milner was indeed a spy, McNeish and others decline to accept the fact. As the evidence emerged at various times and places over the last ten years, it is best to deal with the various issues chronologically.
Jarmila Fruhaufova, whom he had first met at the UN in New York. Milner and Fruhaufova were married in 1958. Milner made no secret of his beliefs, he later claimed that he had never been a member of the Communist Party -a claim supported by his first wife, who was herself a member. As we shall see, his claim was later disputed, it being argued that he was a Party member at least from his time in Melbourne. It is not, however, disputed that he was successively involved in a number of left- Milner first came to public notice when he was mentioned during the proceedings -and, more prominently, in the report -of the Royal Commission on Espionage, which had been established by the Australian Government in 1954 following the defection of Vladimir Petrov, then Third Secretary (and MVD/KGB Resident) at the USSR Embassy in Canberra, and his wife Evdovika Petrov, also of the MVD/KGB who was also employed at the Embassy and who assisted her husband with his espionage work. Milner's name and some of the allegations that he was a spy were raised by or with a number of witnesses at public sessions of the Commission: Mr and Mrs Petrov, a journalist named Rex Chiplin, his former student and External Affairs colleague (and fellow-spy) Jim Hill, and Wally Clayton. In its report in September 1955, the Royal Commission found that Milner had been 'in possession of secret documents in circumstances which gave rise to grave suspicion as to the use he had made of them'; and that on the basis of the Petrovs' testimony and 'other material which we have seen', Milner had given information to the USSR via Wally Clayton, a leading member of the Communist Party of Australia (Manne, 2004) Prague to be forwarded to the Australian Government. 2 In the statement,
Milner said that the Royal Commission's finding concerning him was 'entirely untrue, defamatory, and very shocking to me'. He denied that he had given information to the USSR and said that to the best of his recollection he had never met Clayton. Not unreasonably, he fastened on some of the inconsistencies in the Petrovs' accounts of him and the vagueness of the reference to 'other material which we have seen'. He also noted some factual inaccuracies in the report and complained that he had been given no opportunity to rebut the allegations. On 9 April 1956, he issued a press statement which is a shorter version of the Personal Statement. Horner, p. 328).
As we shall see below, Hall's book came in for some strong criticism from Paradoxically, McNeish provides yet further evidence of the suddenness of Milner's defection and the extent to which it was orchestrated by the Czechs.
In 1949 Milner and his wife visited New Zealand. They travelled via Australia, and went to Canberra to 'take soundings for a job at the Australian National University'. He was also applying for academic posts at Oxford and London.
In Wellington he stayed with his old friends the Bertrams 'telling them his one wish is to get back to the southern hemisphere with Margot' (p. 294).
and although the use of computers has changed the system, it is still a requirement that hard copies have to be numbered and signed for; Readers who want a more accurate and balanced account of the Royal Commission should read Robert Manne's The Petrov Affair, where they will find that the suggestion for a Royal Commission came from the SolicitorGeneral, not ASIO; that the Commission, among other matters, identified several spies and others who had assisted the Soviet Embassy; that Petrov was a full colonel in the KGB; and that the importance of the two Petrovs to the West was their ability to provide valuable information on Soviet codes and cryptanalytic practices, and to identify both 'virtually the entire command structure' of the KGB and 'upwards of five hundred Soviet intelligence officers' who had served abroad. Throssell (Ball and Horner, . It is a matter of some irony that while
Australian married women at that time -and indeed until the middle 1960s - 11 See Costello and Tsarev, for Deutsch, and p. 246 for Blunt. Ball and Horner suggest (p. 255 ) that 'it is likely that... [Milner] became a secret member of the Oxford University Branch of the Communist Party during his stay there'. If so, he may have been recruited by Deutsch, who at that time played a 'key role in the recruitment of most members of the Cambridge and Oxford groups', according to Costello and Tsarev (p. 457, n. 34) ; but as
